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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

February & March 2017 
 

 

 
Dear Friends 
Just about everyone we hear speaking about the state of the world today seems to say it’s going to the 
dogs…to rack and ruin….to hell in a handcart. Certainly there is increased anxiety and less feeling of 
security. Different people find different reasons for that. However, we know that the basic cause is almost 
always human greed and self-interest which makes it easy to ignore or dismiss the needs of others and so 
cause much human misery. 
But, at an even deeper level (within those who have recognised God as revealed in Jesus) is the conviction 
that this can’t be all there is. There must be something more. The God of compassion who loves everything 
He has made, cannot let it end here. God must have other, better purposes for his creation. Furthermore, 
Christmas demonstrates that God is with us in every situation and experience of this life, no matter how 
frightful it might be. We are not alone. God is with us. 
Interestingly Isaiah and Jeremiah in their day looked at their world unflinchingly with all its horrors and 
with the same confidence in God. 
Self-styled atheists (atheism is a religion in its own right, by the way) scoff at this. They say that our faith in 
God is a crutch. We can’t manage on our own. We need a god to lean on.…and aren’t they absolutely right! 
God, the source of all life, of all being, gives us life and being and holds us in existence moment by 
moment. We could not possibly exist without God…. leaning all our weight on him. This is a reality of 
life….a reality which some take for granted, but which others recognise, rejoice in and depend on 
consciously. 
Others scoff in another way. They quote Karl Marx in one way or another and say that religion is the opium 
of the people, suggesting that it serves to give people pleasant illusions and drug them so that they are 
unable to see things as they really are, but instead, live in a dream world. (And Marx went on to say that 
this included ignoring and failing to challenge the wrongs of this world.) 
Now, I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that Marx was in many ways absolutely right…while 
missing the point completely.  
If by religion he meant a code of practice, a set of religious activities, a pattern of beliefs, an accepted set 
of right behaviours, then he’s absolutely right. Think of the Pharisees and Sadducees in Jesus’ day who 
were the epitome of this kind of religion and think of Jesus’ response to them. Think of the ‘Religious Right’ 
in so many countries who are doing so much harm to others who do not conform to their way of thinking.  
Marx misses the point completely because true religion focusses on a relationship with God, not practices, 
beliefs, regulations and patterns of behaviour. 
Jesus said, “God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and reality.” He himself 
showed us what that reality is. It’s being in this world, seeing it for what it is, relating to and caring for 
others in it and showing them a radically different set of values. Jesus calls them Kingdom values and told 
stories to illustrate how different they are. 
To do as Jesus did, we do not need to make great efforts at religious piety and correctness. We need to be 
who we are, where we are and with whom we are and allow the love that God has shown us to seep 
through to others. Love is not interested in self-interest or greed. It cares for others as itself. 
We may not be able to affect the world-wide political stage, but we can, each of us, change the world for 
those we mix with…not by well-organised schemes and programmes, ‘not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit’ says the Lord. Let us look forward and live on into 2017 with a sure and certain hope in God’s 
purposes for all that he has made.       Ken Plant 
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Parish Registers 
 

 
Baptisms 
 
Ronnie White 4th December (Corston) 
Flora Carter 14th January (Saltford)  
Joshua Wigg 15th January (Corston) 
      
 
Funerals  
Molly James  14th December (Saltford) 
Doreen Packer 20th January (Saltford) 
Leonard Head 23rd January (Saltford) 
 
 

 
Important information regarding the future of 

 The Three Parishes Magazine 
 
Every month many are blessed to receive a copy of our newsletter. For some who can no 
longer attend, or perhaps never attend it is perhaps their only way of keeping in touch 
with the church.  
 
Can you help to keep this going? 
 
Compilation of the Newsletter 
The editorial team are looking for a volunteer who is computer literate and able to use WORD to assist 
with the editing and compilation of the Newsletter.  If you can offer a little of your time for this very 
worthwhile task, please contact Daile. 
 
Future Magazines 
A meeting of the Three Parishes Magazine Editorial committee in November decided that in 2017 there will 
be changes to the frequency of the magazine. This year, the magazine will be produced every two months. 
Factors contributing to this decision include financial cost, a decrease in editorial copy and time constraints 
on our Rector and administrator. This decision can be changed if we are able to find a volunteer who can 
help with the compilation of the magazine.  
 
Calling All Budding Journalists 
The editorial team of the Three Parishes Newsletter would like to invite you to contribute short articles, as 
well as photos to our newsletter, so that we can share our stories with others across the benefice. Please 
send any articles to scnbenefice@gmail.com, and we will try to include them. If you are not sure if it is the 
sort of thing we are looking for, have a word with Howard Griffiths or Daile first.   
 
Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th March at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish 
Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Thank you for your support 
The Three Parishes Editorial Team 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout November 

 
Tuesday 8th November,  

52 Uplands Road at 7pm 
Hosted by Monika Earl and led 

by Julia Scott 
 

Thursday 17th November,  
5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm 

Hosted and led by Julia Norris 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer -  in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for 
details of where and when these take place – they are open to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church has a prayer book in which you 
can write the names of those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular need or find something within the 
service has challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they 
will find someone who is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just 
speak to the Rector and she will pray for you then.  

 
 

 

  

 

How Do You Pray 
 

A short while ago I was with a small group on a visit to a Chinese temple. What specific religious label the 
temple bore I don’t know and really it’s not important. 
People kept coming in to worship or pray and they seemed to make no distinction between the two 
activities. Each went about his or her routine silently, with dignity and deeply focussed attention and then 
left. On arrival each rang a bell, which we were told was intended to attract the attention of the deity to 
whom they were devoted. On leaving, each rang the bell again to indicate to the god that they had 
finished. 
It would be very easy for us to look for differences from what we do, or highlight ‘deficiencies’ as we see 
them, but I would want to ask the questions that arose in my mind at the time: 

 Why do we make a distinction between worship and prayer? Or don’t we? 

I suspect that the ‘correct’ answer to that would be, “No we don’t” (the formula A.C.T.S. comes to mind) 
but what about in practice? Even in services of public worship do we not make clear divisions between the 
two? 

 My second question is on-going. Is prayer an action which we carry out? Can we start it at will and 

switch off when we have finished, (with or without our own personal form of bell to let God know)? 

Paul exhorts us to “pray without ceasing” which suggests that far from being an activity prayer is an 
attitude, a way of being. 

 That leaves a third question; one which I have posed before……… When we are getting on with the 

normal, everyday activities of our lives and a problem crops up, something goes wrong or we need 

to make a choice that is not immediately obvious and find ourselves saying things like, “What 

should I do about this?......How can I put that right?......What’s the best thing to do now?”.....or 

simply “What can I do?” who are we speaking to? 

It’s not really enough for us to say that God’s ears are always open to us and He is always willing to listen 
when we approach Him…. when we consider that without God’s unceasing, intimate presence we simply 
would not be. In that light, ‘prayer’ becomes all-encompassing.         Let us pray.  Ken Plant  
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Come and join us in St Mary’s Church Hall on 

the first Sunday of ‘most’ months  
during 2017 from 4-6pm  

 Dates 
5th February 

5th March 
2nd April- Messy Easter 

7th May 
4th June 
2nd July 

August – no Messy Church 
3rd September 

1st October-Messy Harvest 
5th November 

3rd December- Messy Christmas 
 

Messy Church is a way of being church for families involving 
creativity, hospitality and welcome, or simply fun and food for all 

ages!  It involves a variety of activities, a simple act of worship and 
ends with supper and refreshments for all. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. For further information, contact the  

Parish Office on 01225 872275 or email scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Just turn up on the day, but if you can let us know that would be a 

great help to make sure we have enough food! 

  We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Can you help Saltford Environment Group (SEG) find this 1860 painting? 
 

This (old) monochrome print of a Constable style painting of the River 
Avon was amongst the Percy Simms collection of Saltford photographs. 
The late Percy Simms was the author of the well-known 1976 book 'A 
History of Saltford Village'. 
 
The image is in SEG’s History of Saltford project Online Museum but 
SEG would very much like to trace the actual painting so that we can 
photograph it in colour and thus share it in its full glory with residents 
and others. Do you know who has this particular painting? If so please 
contact me (email: phil@philharding.net tel: 01225 404258). 
 
Phil Harding 
Chairman, Saltford Environment Group 
 

Sunday Coffee  
 

Many thanks to everyone who helps with the Sunday coffee. You should have all received the new rota 
either by email or through your door. Can you please check that you have 3 pages. Page 1 is a letter, Page 2 
is rota from January to July and Page 3 is rota from July to December. 
With donations from the coffee we are now able to fund a few new items for the kitchen. We are hoping 
to get a microwave, new plastic beakers and possibly a new kettle and some trays. Thank you again to 
everyone. 
Colin and Marian O’Leary 
 

BE READY! 
 
Are you the sort of person who likes to plan ahead?  Or do you not give much time to thinking about the 
future?  Perhaps you think ahead more than you realise.  After all, every time we say the Lord’s Prayer, we 
anticipate Christ’s return, when God’s Kingdom will be fully realised.  A future when there will be no more 
death, crying or pain but a new order for God will finally come to be with us.  For our congregation, there 
are exciting times to plan for in the next few months.   
 
Lent Course, Wednesdays from March 8th to April 5th 
This year’s Lent Course, held on five successive Wednesday evenings in the church hall, begins on March 
8th.  It will provide a simple, practical introduction to the vast and exciting subject of prayer.  Each of the 
evenings is intended for every person who worships at St Mary’s, including homegroup members, because 
Lent is the time of year when, traditionally, Christians gather together as one to worship and learn 
together. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come – The Archbishops’ Call to Prayer, May 25th to June 4th  
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have invited us to a time of prayer between Ascension Day (May 
25th) and Pentecost 2017 (June 4th) called Come Holy Spirit, Thy Kingdom Come.   
 
Saltford Festival June 10th to June 17th 
St Mary’s will play a part in the Saltford Festival again this year, including displays about life at St Mary’s 
down the ages, a flower festival, worship open to all, and an Open Gardens event on the very first festival 
afternoon (June 10th) but exact details of the events and people to organise them have yet to be decided. 
What we do know is that prayer and worship will be at the heart of all we do.  
Now, each of these events at St Mary’s are key to our life as God’s people. Without prayer, we are about as 
useless as a chocolate teapot!  Somebody once said that the Church without the Holy Spirit in its life is as 

mailto:phil@philharding.net
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much use as an electrical appliance without an electricity supply.  We are called to be a people who 
intercede for the world but without the Holy Spirit it can be hard to know what to pray.  Without the Holy 
Spirit, it is easy to be distracted and tough to hold on to our love of God and our passion for following Him.  
And we are called to be ‘salt and light’ in the world and in our village, ‘a church without walls’ at the heart 
of the community, in but not of the world.  
 
It might seem early days to be looking ahead but lots needs to be done in the next two months. So will you 
spend the next few weeks thinking and praying about what you as an individual and we, as God’s church, 
can do to make the Lent Course a success and answer the Archbishops’ Call to Prayer between Ascension 
Day and Pentecost this year?  Would you like to add your ideas and help to make St Mary’s role in Saltford 
Festival a truly special one this year?  God can achieve mighty things but He loves to involve us in His plans. 
 
For more information, contact Robin Dixon 
 

Church Flowers at St Mary’s 

We are looking for volunteers to help our existing team with the floral decoration of the church in 2017. 
No experience is required and you can volunteer for as much or as little time as you have -  even just a one 
off hour would be great! You can have the chance to showcase your skills with multiple arrangements, or, 
if you are a beginner or time is limited, we'd be thrilled with just a couple of vases of flowers. So, whatever 
your availability or experience we'd be delighted to have you on board. If you are interested please contact 
Sarah Rees-Leonard on 01225 873419 / sarah@rees-leonard.com 

 Memorial Flowers 

If flower arranging is not your thing but you would like to have some flowers placed in the church to 
remember a loved one, we can arrange for a professional florist to provide memorial flowers. For £25 we 
can create an arrangement to your specification and will also put a commemorative notice in the notice 
sheet to remember your loved one. If you would like this service at any time throughout the year please 
contact Sarah Rees-Leonard on 01225 873419 or sarah@rees-leonard.com 

 Calling all Gardeners at St Mary’s 
 
We are looking for another five gardens to be part of the Open Gardens event to be 
organised by St Mary’s for the Saltford Festival on Saturday 10 June between 1 and 5 
pm.  They will form part of a pilgrimage around some of Saltford’s hidden gardens, some 
with plants for sale and some with refreshments available.  If interested, please contact 
Robin Dixon on 01225 359014 or email robindixon@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

On Friday 3rd March at 2pm in Saltford Church hall, this will be an opportunity to share fellowship with 
other local Christian communities. The theme will be “Am I being unfair to you?” written by the Christian 
Women of the Philippians. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sarah@rees-leonard.com
mailto:sarah@rees-leonard.com
mailto:robindixon@blueyonder.co.uk
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Situations Vacant - Can you help?  
 
We are looking for people to: 
 

 help with setting up of Holy Communion for our service on 
Wednesday mornings at 930am?  

 help with catering for our Messy Church?  

 help with our Sunday School?  

 help our treasurer with banking our collections and Gift Aid?  

 help with editing of our bi-monthly newsletter?  

 help with providing tea and cake for our ‘Afternoon Tea” on Sunday 26th Feb? 
 

If you would like further information please get in touch with Daile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An Invitation To Afternoon Tea 

 
 

Our Lay Pastoral Assistants will be hosting an afternoon tea on Sunday 26th Feb 

from 2-4pm in St Mary’s Church Hall for those who have been bereaved and for 

those who spend Sunday afternoons alone.  

It is an opportunity to come together, to comfort one another, to encourage each 

other and share our experiences of hope in Jesus Christ.  

All are welcome, just come along; bring a friend and if you need a lift get in touch.  

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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Lent Course 2017 

The Prayer Course 

 
 

A six-week course  

written by 24-7Prayer and 
Alpha International to fuel discussion and 

deepen the prayer life of our church 
 

Have you ever wondered what prayer is really about? Do you 

pray? Do you find prayer a challenge? Have you ever 

wondered why some prayers are answered and others not? 

Want to know more?  

 
Then come along to our Lent Course  

to find out more  

 

We meet in St Mary’s Church Hall, Saltford for 6 weeks from 
Wednesday 8th March 2017. Refreshments available from 

7.30pm, session starts at 7.45pm.  The course is open to 
everyone, just come along. For more information, speak to 

Robin on 359014or Daile on 872275 
 

Everyone is welcome 

 
News from All Saints, Corston 

 

                             

Plough Sunday Service 
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On Sunday 15th January we held our Plough Sunday Service. The service was well attended by the local 
Farmers who all contributed to the service. It was nice to see younger members of farming families taking 
part in an Old traditional service, alongside those who are more experienced!! Part of the service is to bless 
the plough to ensure a good crop in the coming year, for which we say thanks for at our Harvest service. 
The plough that was used was a single furrow plough which is usually pulled behind a horse, but, this year 
it was wheeled through the village on the way to church.  
 

Gift Aid 
 
Can you help us with processing our Gift Aid returns. It may take some time initially to complete the 
returns but once up and running it should run smoothly. Claiming Gift Aid back is an important part of our 
income, of which helps to keep our Church part of your community. If you think that you could help please 
contact corstonpcc@gmail.com. 
 

Christmas Market 
 
Thank you to those who supported out popular Christmas market. The amount raised at the Christmas 
market in December was £967, so thank you again to those who supported it.  
Don’t forget that our next markets are on Saturday 4th February and Saturday 4th March starting at 10.30 if 
you fancy a natter with a bacon buttie. 
Please contact Judith and Andrew Cottrell if you want to book a table or have any question contact them – 
873669 
 

Candle Mass Service 
 
Our Candle Mass service is on Sunday 29th January at 4pm – please join us if you can. 
 

Grave Yard Records 
 

Phil Bendal has been spending time in our Churchyard and Church mapping all of the graves. These are 
now available to view online at: https://www.batharchives.co.uk/cemeteries/Corston 
 

Soup Lunches 
Don’t forget our regular soup and pudding lunches on the 2nd Wednesday of each month; I am assured that 
both soups and puddings are delicious. The next one will be on 8th February 12 noon – 1.30pm. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Bible Study 
 
The dates for February are the 9th, 16th and 23th. We will not be meeting during Lent. If you would like 
further information about these stimulating and interesting evenings contact Peter or Angela LeRoy on 
873023. We meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook Cottages, and a warm welcome awaits you! 
 

News from Newton St Loe 
 

Christmas Services & Bazaar 
 
Both the Carols in the Barn and the Carol Service were enjoyed by the many 
who attended and at the latter small thank you gifts were presented to Penny, 

mailto:corstonpcc@gmail.com
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Joe & Anna in appreciation of their efforts over the years for organising the music and the augmented 
choir. The bazaar was a financial success, thanks to all who helped and attended (photos below). £310 was 
raised for the Vestry Repairs Fund and a further £169.50 for general church funds, also a satisfactory sum 
was raised for the Village Hall. 
 

Vestry Repairs  

 
The few who attended the open meeting were advised that re-tendering had produced an increase in the 
cost of repairs to over £130,000. This means that unless more grant funding becomes available the PCC will 
have difficulty financing the repairs. A second appeal has been launched and leaflets are in church.  
 

War  Memorial  
 
Following consultation with our Church architect, a second opinion on the stability 
of the shaft and lantern will be sought from a structural engineer. 
 
REMINDER - May Day meeting Monday 30th January, 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 

 
 

 
Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for February & March 

 

Fri 3rd Feb -  Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Fri 10th Feb - Corston 7.30pm 

Fri 17th Feb - Newton St Loe 

Fri 24th Feb - Corston 7.30pm 

Fri 3rd March - no practice 

Fri 10th March - Corston 7.30pm 

Fri 17th March - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 

Fri 24th March - Corston 7.30pm 

Fri 31st March - Newton St Loe 7.30pm 
 
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and 
you don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly 
on the floor too!          
Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 
 

 
 

CORSTON/NEWTON LENT COURSE 2017 
Meeting God in Mark 

Tuesday evenings in March 7.30-9.00pm 
 

This year for our Lent Course we shall spend four evenings looking at St Mark’s Gospel. Mark is the 
shortest of the Gospels and almost certainly the first to be written. It has sometimes been compared 
unfavourably with Matthew, Luke and John as being little more than the passion story tacked onto a 
random collection of healings and exorcisms. Nothing could be further from the truth. Mark’s book is not 
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only a riveting, action-packed story: it’s a profoundly inspired presentation of the person and Gospel of 
Jesus. 
 
There is something more, something which I and many others have experienced: if you read right through 
Mark’s Gospel at one sitting you may have the most vivid sense of a direct encounter with Jesus himself. 
Here is how one young man recorded the same experience: 
The feeling I had occurs sometimes when you are walking along the street, and suddenly turn round 
because you feel someone is looking at you. While I was reading, before I reached the beginning of the third 
chapter, I suddenly became aware that on the other side of my desk there was a Presence............ 
I realised immediately: if Christ is standing here alive, that means he is the risen Christ. 
The young man in question was an atheist, convinced of the emptiness and stupidity of Christianity, and he 
was reading the Gospel merely to confirm his opinion. His name was Anthony Bloom, later much-loved as 
the Metropolitan Anthony, head of the Russian Orthodox Church in England. 
 
We meet on the following Tuesdays from 7.30-9.00pm:  
7th March – The Old Rectory Corston  
14th March – The Mullions Newton St Loe  
21st March – The Mullions Newton St Loe 
28th March – The Old Rectory Corston 
On an unforgettable evening in Wells Cathedral in 1978 I was fortunate enough to hear one of Alec 
McCowen’s amazing “performances” from memory of the entire Gospel of Mark. In the hands of a fine 
Shakespearean actor the Authorised Version came vividly to life. Fortunately the performance was 
recorded and we shall hear the whole Gospel over these 4 weeks, read by Alec McCowen. We shall also be 
using Rowan Williams’  “Meeting God In Mark” (SPCK, 2014). You are very welcome to come to all or just 
some of these evenings. 
Anthony Acton 
 
 

 
 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings throughout February & March 
 
Wednesday 15th February, 433 Bath Road at 7pm. Hosted & led by Pam Faulkner 
Tuesday 7th March, 52 Uplands Road at 7.30pm. Hosted by Monika Earl and led by Julia Scott 
Thursday 16th March, 5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm. Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
Thursday 30th March, 14 Beresford Close at 8.00pm. Hosted and led by Nigel & Rachel Taylor 
 

All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday 25 February 2017 

8.30 – 10.00 am 
St Mary’s Church Hall 

Severe Debt  - A Christian Response 
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With recent cutbacks in state benefits, how are those affected  managing to cope? For those in severe debt, 
how does it feel ? Is there a solution that works? 

Rob Small worked for over 25 years for Nat West and 12 years for The Princes Trust in 
Bristol. He  is currently Area Manager for Christians Against Poverty (CAP) a national 
charity that works in partnership with over 250 churches across the UK  in releasing  
people from the burden of unmanageable debt. Rob will share his experiences of 
supporting people in need and will explain how CAP works. 

Tickets are £3 from Robin Dixon 01225 359014, Dave Faulkner 01225 874133, Ian 
Freemantle 0117 909 0496 or John Norris 01225 872750 

 

 
 
Christian Aid......a date for your diary  
 

On Sunday 26th February 2017, we are looking forward to welcoming Fiona Daborn to 
talk at the 9.30am service at St. Mary’s. 
 
Fiona is the Regional Co-ordinator for Christian Aid in Somerset and I have asked her to visit us in Saltford 
to give us more information on the work that Christian Aid does.  As many of you will know, the benefice 
supports Christian Aid in two ways – firstly in support of Christian Aid Week when we raise money for their 
‘unresticted funds’ which  includes the cost of running the organistaion but also allows it to respond to 
emergency situations worldwide.  Secondly, we have raised a large sum of money over the years for 
particular projects – currently we are supporting an Ethiopian project for which we hope to raise £5000 by 
October 2017.  Our recent  Pre-Christmas Flower Arranging evening (see pictures below) and our annual 
Soup & Cheese Lunch support these projects which are fund-matched by the European Union.  This year, 
we hope for even greater support for the Soup & Cheese Lunch which, for the first time will be held on a 
Saturday - 4th March 2017. 
 
I hope that many of you who have knocked on doors during Christian Aid Week, made or eaten soup at the 
annual Soup & Cheese Lunch, or donated in some other way will feel interested to listen to what Fiona has 
to say to us on February 26th.  
 
Please do come! 
Julia Norris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Not Just a Soup and Cheese Lunch 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christian+ai+logo&id=F9D7E5FEAB758A26589AD43F10DEF0B868FAD1B1&FORM=IQFRBA
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On Saturday March 4th the annual soup and cheese lunch in aid of Christian Aid will be held in Saltford Hall 
starting at 12 noon.  This is a wonderful social occasion when a selection of home-made soups are served 
with a choice of fresh bread, a number of different cheeses, pates, chutneys and salads. We cater for 
vegetarian, gluten free and dairy free customers. Finally tea or coffee is served with biscuits. 
 
This event has in previous years been held mid-week but we hope that those people who have been 
unable to join us in the past because they were working or had other commitments will be able to do so 
this year in addition to our regular supporters.  Children will be particularly welcome.  
The proceeds from the lunch will be added to the funds already raised to support the project to which we 
are currently committed. The aim is to provide healthier futures for women and girls in Ethiopia which has 
some of the world’s highest rates of maternal, neonatal and child mortality 
 
For every pound we raise for this project, the EU has pledged to match it by adding £4. This means the 
£5,000 our benefice has pledged will turn into an amazing, life-changing amount of £25,000. 
We look forward to welcoming you on March 4th! 

Pat Stevens 

St Mary's Ebay Shop 
 
We thought we might be able to raise some money for the church by running an "ebay shop".  
For those of you who haven't met ebay yet [how could you live without it], it is an on line auction site 
where you put items for sale, people bid to buy them just like any auction, the item goes to the highest 
bidder when the auction time runs out, they pay into the St Mary's ebay account, we send them the goods. 
Bob's your uncle. 
  

Never mind if that isn't quite clear. What we are asking of you all is to donate items you no longer want to 
the St Mary's ebay shop and we will try to sell them. 
  

For example......... 
Recently we have bought ;- an electric bike, 4 old water butts, a mixed bag of freshwater pearls, an ancient 
book on Smocking Stitches. 
We have sold ;- a huge teak patio table plus 6 chairs, a caravan motor mover, a pair of bowls shoes, a copy 
of Excel for Dummies. 
SO YOU SEE ANYTHING GOES. 
  

There would need to be a few ground rules, so to start with we would suggest:- 
The item would need to be both legally and morally saleable. 
The donor would need to state the minimum they were prepared to sell it for [the reserve] 
The donor would have to allow us to take photos of the item and give us an accurate  description if it was 
not obvious what it was. 
The donor would need to house the item for one week during the ebay auction, and dispose of it 
themselves, or keep it,  if it didn’t sell. 
  

We would:- 
Set up and manage the “shop” including setting up the account. 
Take photos and details of the item and list the item for sale on the auction site.. 
Pack it and send it to the buyer. 
Report progress to the PCC whenever needed. 
  

MAYBE an item sells for a surprisingly large sum, in which case the church would take the first £50 after 
costs then halve the rest with the donor. 
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We want to start simply so for the first few months we prefer items that are small enough to pack and 
send to the buyer, [rather than the buyer coming to collect them]. That means less than 2 kg in weight and 
half a metre in size. Don't worry we will sort all that out. 
  

The shop will open on 5th February so if you have anything in the loft, shed, garage, under stairs cupboard 
that is too good to throw away then contact us. 
Best contact method - email to allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk 

Next best method - text to 07944 611185 

Otherwise leave a message on - 01225 354535 

  

Yours Vicki and David Cox 

 
 

 A Message from Bishop Peter 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

At one time January and February were not part of the Calendar as the winter was regarded as being a 
‘monthless period.’ Indeed it was not until about 700BC that Numa Pompilius added January and February 
to the Calendar. February was named after Februa, a festival of ritual purification. In Old English February 
was called Solmonath (mud month) or Kale-monath (named after cabbages). In Somerset we certainly 
know something about both mud and cabbages! 

But how strange to regard Winter as being ‘monthless’? It assumes nothing is happening. And that’s 
certainly not true. In our gardens we see snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils appearing. New life and new 
growth is evident everywhere. For farmers this is also a very busy period with early lambing often 
underway and with winter sown crops already well established.  

February is a time when we appreciate that the days are lengthening and for many of us ‘spring cleaning’, 
whatever that may mean, is often under way. In February Epiphany is well behind us and Lent almost upon 
us. Across the Diocese there is also much that is happening. Bishop Ruth and I are looking forward to six 
Community Conversations, the first two of which are in February. There will be two in each archdeaconry 
and these are occasions for us to meet people from right across the diocese.  Some will be people we know 
well, but we hope many will be people who we have not had the chance to meet before. The aim of each 
Conversation is to provide an opportunity for us to hear and to share some of the things that God is doing 
among us. We are called to be followers of Jesus, living and telling the story of his love.  All PCC secretaries 
and clergy have been given these dates, so do speak to one of them if you would like to come along.  We 
look forward to meeting you and hearing your stories. 

With warm greetings,                                                                                                                +Peter Bath & Wells 

 

 
Forgiveness and Prayer – insights by Catherine Marshall 

 
 
Recently while struggling with the perennial “problem” of unanswered prayer I started to re-read an old 
favourite book, “Something More” by Catherine Marshall and once again found her insights and advice very 
helpful even if difficult to follow!  Perhaps others will also be helped. 
 



 15 

 
David gave me an insight into a verse that has long puzzled me: 
 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and  

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 18.18 & 16.19) 
 
“For a long time I was puzzled, said David, ‘about what “loosing” and “binding” meant. Then I found out: it 
means that by hanging on to my judgement of another, I can bind him to the very conditions I’d like to see 
changed. By our unforgiveness, we stand between the other person and the Holy Spirit’s work in convicting 
him and then helping him. By stepping out of the way through releasing somebody from our judgment, 
we’re not necessarily saying, “He’s right and I’m wrong”. Forgiveness means, “He can be as wrong as 
wrong can be, but I’ll not be the judge.” Forgiveness means that I’m no longer binding a certain person on 
earth. It means withholding judgment.  
‘How I wish’ David continued, ‘that I’d been taught that from the beginning. My whole Christian life would 
have been different. Judge, judge – there are no more judgmental people in the world than Christians. It 
was certainly so in my life! When the Lord made me face up to that, He told me, “You’re not forgiving. 
You’re public prosecutor, judging everybody in sight. And I want you to be a public defender – not public 
prosecutor”. 
David put down his coffee cup. ‘Weren’t you and Len telling me that you’re troubled by some unanswered 
prayers? Well in my life I’ve found this forgiveness business a key to getting prayers answered. A couple of 
years ago I was going through one of those prayers-not-getting-beyond-the ceiling periods and I prayed, 
“Lord I don’t have enough faith. Give me the gift of faith”. 
“It isn’t your faith” the reply came. “I can see faith even if it’s as small as a mustard seed. No, it’s 
something else……”When you stand praying – if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him” (Mark 
11.25). That’s your trouble. That’s why your prayers aren’t answered. You go about thinking many things 
against others. 
Catherine Marshall began using a simple prayer combined with a deliberate act of the will: 
 “Lord I release (name/event) from my judgement. Forgive me that I may have bound (him/her/it) and 
hampered your work by judging. Now I step out of the way so that heaven can go into action in this 
situation.” 
 
From Julia Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marie’s Prayer 
 

O Lord my Father, I thank you for the promise of each new day: for the chance of brightness and joy: for 
the hours waiting to be filled with helpful labour: for open doors of possibility and challenge: for the 
opportunity to make a new beginning. 
  
Enliven my heart, O Lord, with desire to grasp every opening this day may bring. Let me not leave 
unfulfilled any of yesterday’s promises, not unrepaired any of yesterday’s wrongs. Let me never pass by an 
opportunity to help someone in need, and where any act of mine can be used to make this world a better 
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place, where any word of mine can be used to cheer  or strengthen another human soul, where any prayer 
of mine can help to bring nearer the coming of your kingdom, so Lord, let me act and speak and pray. This 
day, and every day, Lord, give me courtesy, give me meekness, give me decision, give me longsuffering, 
give me sincerity, give me diligence and above all give me love. 
All this I ask through the name of your only Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.         By Marie Moore 
                       
Bunty Dunford 
   

          Three Villages’ Charity Coffee Morning 
 

 

The annual three villages’ coffee morning will be held in Saltford Hall on Monday February 13th 2017 in aid 
of Cancer Charities (Dorothy House Hospice and CLIC Sargent – caring for children with cancer) from 
10:15am – 11:30am. 
We hope to see you there. 
There will be a raffle in addition to stalls selling cakes, books and bric a brac. 
If you have any books, bric a brac or suitable raffle prizes you could donate they will be gratefully received 
at 8 Mansel Close or on the day at the coffee morning. If you are a baker home-made cakes will be very 
welcome and may be brought on the day.  Alternatively, please ring me if you would like me to collect. 
Thank you 
Pat Stevens 01225 350242 
 
 

Saltford Golf Club Charity Coffee Morning 

The Ladies Section of Saltford Golf Club are holding their annual coffee morning on 
Thursday 23rd February. The doors open at 10am and Admission of £1.50 which includes 
coffee and biscuits. 

It is always a thoroughly enjoyable morning out and this year we are raising funds for the Lady Captain’s 
Charity which is Friends of Young Carers (Bath and North East Somerset). The charity was formed in 2007 
and supports young people up to the age of 18 from any ethnic or social background who have caring 
responsibilities in their home. Imagine at age 10 caring for a family member who may have a physical 
disability, mental health issues, a long term medical condition, or drug or alcohol addiction. Caring can 
mean anything from doing the housework, providing emotional support like listening and comforting, or 
personal care such as washing the person they care for. There are currently more than 400 young carers 
registered with the Young Carers Service locally. The charity does not have to pay staff or rent offices, and 
with a Committee who are all volunteers, this means that impact of all donations received is maximized. 

We really look forward to seeing you on the 23rd February. For more information about Bath Young Carers 
Charity please contact Debbie Dardis, Ladies Captain, C/O Saltford Golf Club. 

 
 
 
 
 

Small Cog, Big Machine 
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Down at the bottom of the great machine 
Enormous rollers rumble in the stream 

Loud and long the rollers’ song 
Continuous, monotonous, powerful and strong. 

 
 

“But what makes them turn?”you may ask as you stare. 
“Is it that great cog wheel revolving up there?” 

Just look at the way its great black teeth 
Mesh with that other cog underneath. 

 
 

See how those smaller cogs on the right 
Spin much more quickly reflecting the light 

Glittering, flashing, bright with oil 
As if they were sweating with their endless toil. 

 
 

Deep in the middle of these whirring wheels 
Levers bob up and down with little squeals 
Tiny screws are straining with every stroke 

What on earth would happen if one of them broke? 
 
 

Each of us part of a huge machine 
Helping to build a human dream 

Helping to build God’s perfect world 
Where evil will be crushed and the flag of good unfurled. 

 
 

If a job needs doing, and we put it off again 
The machine begins to suffer; other parts begin to strain 

If a job needs doing; let us do it right away 
Small cogs! Big cogs! We have a vital part to play. 

 
 

By David Cox 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

 
A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 

 
The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. The Benefice 



 18 

Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment to the 
welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in each of 
the Churches 
 
Benefice Contact Details 
 
The Parish Office, 
St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL  
Tel: 01225 872275  
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere  dailewilshere@live.co.uk   Tel: 01225 872275  
 
 
St Mary’s Saltford   
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 
872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 
 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe  
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489    
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 
 
 
All Saints, Corston  
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and 
Newton St Loe  

 
PCC Meetings 

2nd March – Newton St Loe 
9th March – Corston 

26th March – Saltford 
 

Please remember in prayer  
all who serve on the PCC’s 

across the benefice 
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