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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

August & September 2016 
 

 
 

Dear Friends 
 
Many words have been spent about recent events affecting the future of our nation and I 
don’t intend to add to them! What I feel is important for all of us now is to examine the 
way in which the debates leading up to the referendum reveal, question and challenge our 
values. 
 
The campaigns focussed on self-interest, greed and divisiveness. What is best for us?  
Which choice will enhance my standard of living?  Who is to blame for things which I 
perceive to have gone wrong? This was true of both sides of the debate.  
 
The outcome of the vote has revealed to all of us that we are a very divided nation. Many 
of us feel that our concerns go unheard, that our opinions don’t count and that we are 
being told our declining standard of living is in some way our own fault. Whereas others of 
us accept our increasing standard of living as a ‘normal’ state of affairs, (may even consider 
it merited) while at the same time, managing to close our eyes to the rapid increase of 
foodbanks and the number of children living in poverty.  
 
We seem to have reached a position where fellow British citizens are strangers to each 
other. Yet the call to us all is to do justly, show ‘tender loving kindness’, care for the 
disadvantaged and the stranger….in other words, enable a joined-up, mutually-supportive, 
society. 
Seeing and acknowledging these things puts us in a good position to build for a future that 
encompasses and involves the whole of our population and we know that God is with us as 
we work and pray for a change in attitude and action, both in ourselves and others and so 
embrace Kingdom Values. Our future is full of opportunities.  

 
Every Blessing, Ken Plant 

 
 
A note from the editorial team 
Welcome to our ‘Summer Bumper Issue’ of the Three Parishes newsletter, we hope you 
enjoy reading it. Thank you to all those who have contributed to this edition. If you would 
like to contribute an article to the newsletter please send it by email to 
scnbenefice@gmail.co.uk and if we can include it we will.  The copy date for our next 
newsletter is 10th September. Thank you 
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 

Monday 9am    Morning Prayer  -  we meet with our Local     

Ministry Group to pray in St Peter’s Church Marksbury 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently 

with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 

Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer in All Saints Corston 

 

Prayer Meetings 

Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, 

please see the weekly notice sheet for details of where and when 

these take place – they are open to everyone. 

Prayer Book 

 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each 

church has a prayer book in which you can write the names of 

those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  

One to one 

There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular 

need or find something within the service has challenged or 

inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy 

and they will find someone who is willing to pray with you. 

Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just speak to the 

Rector and she will pray for you then.  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you pray?  
Let’s continue to look at Psalm 139 which spells out for us the wonderful implications of 
letting God be God in our lives, the God who fills the universe, the God in whom all things 
exist. 
“Where can I go from your Spirit?” (He’s not saying that he wants to!) “Where can I flee 
from your presence? If I go up to the heavens you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, 
you are there”. 
Staying with the Psalmist’s cosmology, “the heavens” or “the heights” would be God’s 
domain (where God lives) “above the bright blue sky” and the “depths/sheol/hell” would 
be the furthest away from God that he could imagine. So what the Psalmist is affirming, in 
the strongest possible term, is ‘there is no spot where God is not’. 
The Apostles’ Creed (in its staccato brevity) says, Jesus “was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven…..”We might ask where else would Jesus be… other than reaching out to those who 
are furthest away from God. 
The Psalmist would have been unaware of the inventiveness of the mediaeval mind and its 
embroidery of the picture of hell with which we are so familiar and so probably did not 
intend our modern-day questions to arise…..but that’s the wonder of how the Scriptures 
speak to us! How do these thoughts and questions affect the way we pray, i.e. affect our 
relationship with the living God whose “hand will guide us and hold us fast” everywhere? 
So let’s continue to pray.                                                                                  Ken Plant 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout August & September 

 

Thursday 4th August, 5 Vernon 
Close at 7.30pm 

Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
 

Thursday 18th August, 433 Bath 
Road at 7pm 

Hosted and led by Pam & Dave 
Faulkner 

                                                   

Wednesday 7th September, 433 Bath 
Road at 7pm 

Hosted and led by Pam & Dave 
Faulkner 

 
                                 
 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout August & 

September 
 

Thursday 4th August,  
5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm 

Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
 

Thursday 18th August,  
14 Beresford Close at 8pm 
Hosted and led by Nigel & 

Rachel Taylor 
 

Wednesday 7th September,  
433 Bath Road at 7pm 

Hosted and led by Pam & Dave 
Faulkner 
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Parish Registers 
Baptisms 
 
26th June  Henry White (NSL) (see photo) 
26th June Tabitha White (NSL) 
16th July Ellis Mitchell (Saltford) 
16th July Jack Bown (Saltford) 
 
       
   

Weddings 
 
9th July Adrian & Joanne Fortune Renewal of vows    
                                 after 25 years of Marriage (Corston) 
23rd July Tim & Esther Birts (Corston) 
 
Funerals 
 
5th July William Cross (Saltford) 
11th July Bette Parfrey (Corston) 
21st July  David George (Corston) 
25th July Doreen Thomas (Saltford) 
  
 

Copydate for the October Newsletter 
 
Copydate for the newsletter will be 10th September at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish 
Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 

 
Calling All Budding Journalists 

 
The editorial team of the Three Parishes Newsletter would like to invite you to 
contribute short articles, as well as photos to our newsletter, so that we can share our 
stories with others across the benefice. Please send any articles to 
scnbenefice@gmail.com, and we will try to include them. If you are not sure if it is the   

sort of thing we are looking for, have a word with Howard Griffiths or Daile first.  
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Used HP Colour Laserjet Printer CP1215 (inc. spare full set of laser toner cartridges) 
New Transcription Kit AS-2400 

 
Good home needed for the above items, if anyone is interested, please contact the 
Parish Office.  Donations welcome 
 
 
 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Looking ahead to the Autumn 

 
 
 
 
Ever thought of finding out more about the Christian faith, 
then why not join our Pilgrim Course. The Pilgrim Course 
offers a relaxed atmosphere and environment in which to ask 
questions about faith issues - everyone is welcome, for more 
information please get in touch. 
 

 
 
All Saints Corston will be holding their Harvest service on Sunday 
18th of September 2016 with a family service at 11.15am and a Songs 
of Praise at 6.30pm. 
 
St Mary’s will be holding their Harvest Service on Sunday 9th October 
2016 at 9.30am. Our service will be led by children from Saltford 
School - do come and join us. 
 
There will be a Harvest Service led by our augmented choir at Holy 
Trinity Newton St Loe on Sunday 9th October 2016 at 6.30pm. 
 

 
 

A Time to Remember 2016 
 
Last year we held a special service in St Mary’s to remember loved ones who had 
died. We will be holding another service this October but it will be in All Saints 
Corston on Sunday 23rd October 2016 at 6.30pm, all are welcome to join us as we 
light candles in memory of our loved ones who have died. 
 

 
 
 
 

Messy Church is a way of being church for families involving fun, is found 

across the world and values are about being Christ-centred, for all ages, based 
on creativity, hospitality and celebration. A group of leaders from St Mary’s are 
exploring whether we in Saltford could launch are very own Messy Church. If 
you would like to find out more information or be involved please get in touch 
with Daile Wilshere, Denise Coombes or Ian Freemantle. 
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News from  St Mary’s Saltford 
 

Circle of Friends 
 
Will not meet in July or August and I am sure you will enjoy these summer months with other activities. We 
will start again on Thursday 8 September 2016 at 7.30pm in the Church Hall, with a talk by Ron and Gina 
Prichard titled Fighting Blindness. This will explain about Retinitis Pigmentosa which affects some people. 
This will be interesting, humorous and informative. They have requested that we bring used postage 
stamps and old English or foreign coins, as they are able to raise funds for the Charity by selling them. 
Hilary Smedley 873179. 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 

Thank-you to everyone who helped organise, knock on doors or count money at this year’s Christian Aid 
Week house-to-house collection.  It was a great corporate event – very many people had a part in it and I 
am sincerely grateful!  
 
The money raised nationally from the house-to-house collection has been going down over the last few 
years so that it makes up less of the overall amount raised in Christian Aid Week than it once did.  It is, 
however, still an important fundraiser for the organisation and Christian Aid is very grateful to our three 
churches for raising £3290.85. Many of our donors will have included Gift-Aid, for which I also thank-you 
and will have increased our donation. 
 
Christian Aid Week donations go to the charity’s ‘unrestricted’ funds, which will include the cost of running 
the organisation.  Another way of giving to Christian Aid is to donate to a specific project (known as 
‘restricted funds’).  Our annual Soup & Cheese lunch is one such event which is raising money for a project 
in Ethiopia.  Ethiopia has some of the world’s highest rates of maternal, neonatal & child mortality – this 
project is seeking to increase women’s general education and knowledge of and access to contraception, 
so improving child & maternal health and boosting the economic prospects of the whole community.  The 
project will be matched £1:£4 by the European Union (still guaranteed after 23rd June 2016).  I would seek 
your support – if anyone has any ideas for fund-raising, please speak to me. 
Once again – THANK-YOU!                                           
Julia Norris 01225 872750 or 07977 956969 
 

 
News from Saltford School 
 
Saltford School Church Visit 
 

On Monday 20th July Foundation Stage and Key Stage One walked 
down to St Mary's Church for their annual church service. Reverend 
Daile and the Year Two children led the children with a fantastic service 
based on Animals and the work of St Francis. Well done to those 
children who read so confidently and thank you to Revd Daile and St 
Mary's who warmly welcomed us.  
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Wells Cathedral  
 
On Thursday 23rd July the Year 6 children from Saltford 
School went to Wells Cathedral on their Pilgrim Day/Leavers 
Service.  The coach left school early in an effort to avoid the 
Glastonbury traffic and arrived at Wells at 9.45 am.  Charlie 
R reported, “When we arrived we were split into groups with 
children from other schools.  My favourite activity was 
singing like a choir-boy.  We were allowed to put on the blue 
robes and collars and sang in the Cathedral.”  Elliott P added, 
“My favourite activity was drama.  Our task was to pretend 
we were collecting clothes and other items to take to the 
beach.  We also had to change into another character, such 
as a super hero or policeman, and had to act in character for 
30 seconds.”  All the groups came together at the end of the 
day to enjoy a closing ceremony.  Thank you to Mr Godwin, 
Mrs Godwin, Mr Boyle, Mrs Arden, Mrs Danson, Mrs Kidd 
and Rev Daile for accompanying us on this exciting day. 
 

Computer Café 
 
On Monday 20th July, the digital leaders from Saltford School went to Saltford Hall Computer Cafe to use 
their expertise to help people with their computer problems. The children were very well received and we 
were asked to come back again soon! Thank you to Ian Freemantle one of our Foundation Governors, for 
helping organise the session; the children had a very enjoyable morning.  

 
 
 

St Mary’s Church 
 
I wanted to send you a short note to say how much I appreciate the church being 
left open during the day. I go in to the church fairly frequently. The stillness inside 
makes for quiet meditation and prayer but most of all the stillness makes me feel so 
close to God. I never feel alone when I am in the church. Once again thank you to all 
who go out of their way to open it.                   Margaret Marshall  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Coffee Shop 
 

 

The coffee shop meets at Hinton 

Close Meeting Room. Saltford 

10–11.30am every Friday. Hot 

drinks and biscuits only 50p! 

 All are welcome. 
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News from All Saints, Corston 
 

Diary 
 

August 
 
Wednesday   10th  12 noon Soup and pudding lunch, Corston Village Hall 
 
September 
 
Thursday   8th  7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
Wednesday  14th 12 noon Soup and pudding lunch, Corston Village Hall 
Thursday   15th  7.30pm Corston PCC meets in Church  
Sunday               18th    Harvest Festival 
Thursday   22nd 7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
Thursday   29th  7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
 
October 
 
Saturday   1st  10.30am  Village Market, Corston Village Hall. 
Sat /Sun  8/9th   History Exhibition, in church and the village hall 
    

 

Bible Study 
 
Bible study will continue in the autumn. The dates for September are the 8th, 22nd and 29th. If you would 
like further information about these stimulating and interesting evenings contact Peter or Angela LeRoy on 
873023. We meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook Cottages, and a warm welcome awaits you! 
 

 Harvest                                                                              
 
It seems very strange to be writing about Harvest Festival, when as I write, we do not 
seem to have had any summer yet, leave alone a harvest! Nevertheless, we shall 
celebrate a – hopefully – good harvest on 18th September. There will be a Family Worship 
at 11.15am and Harvest Songs of Praise at 6.30pm, followed by seasonal refreshments. 

 
As it is shoe-box time, if the children would like to bring a harvest 
gift in the morning, could it please be something suitable for the 
shoe-boxes, like small toys, toiletries, pens, pencil cases, hat or 
scarfs. You may prefer to offer a donation of £3 to cover the cost 
of sending a shoe box to a child in need. (For more information, 
please see the Samaritians Purse website www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk or speak to Liz Acton).   
 

 

On Sunday 16th October, our family service at 11.15am will have a shoe box theme, as 
we learn more about how the gifts we give help the children who receive them. We look 
forward to welcoming you and asking God’s blessing on all the shoe boxes we will send 
and the children who will receive them. 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
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Village Markets 
Village Markets will recommence I October – this month it’s on the 1st, so don’t forget! The markets will 
continue with our well trained team in place, but Judith and Andrew Cottrell will take overall responsibility 
– so if you want to book a table or have any question contact them – 873669 

 
SONG RECITAL by PHILIPPA PARFREY  
Corston Church, Sunday 21st August, at 3.00pm 
Many of us at Corston church have known Philippa all her life. After several years as a soprano in the 
wonderful Bath Abbey choir, Philippa studied music at Bath Spa University, from where she has just 
graduated with first class honours. While we have occasionally had the pleasure of hearing Philippa’s 
singing as part of larger scale concerts at Corston, we are delighted that she has agreed to give us, for the 
first time, a full recital. Philippa will be accompanied by Robert Johnson (piano). All are welcome to what 
promises to be a delightful Summer afternoon occasion – tea will be provided afterwards. No tickets are 
required and admission is free, but donations are invited as you leave, in aid of Corston Church. 
 

Queens 90th Birthday Celebration 
A wonderful day was had by all! Thanks to Liz Acton for the organization! All Saints was beautifully 
decorated by Susan and Gloria, lovely red white and blue flowers and a magnificent cake built by Susan. 
Well done! Over 100 villagers attended church for our celebration service led by Daile and each family 
received a gift of a book to commemorate the Queen. After the service a tea party was held in the playing 
field and was enjoyed by all! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for August & September 
 

5th August practice at NSL 7.30pm 
12th August practice at Corston 7.30pm - also there will be ringing for a wedding that afternoon at NSL 
19th August practice at NSL 7.30pm 
26th August practice at Corston 7.30pm 
29th August (Bank Holiday Monday) there will be ringing for a wedding at NSL during the afternoon 
2nd September practice at Corston 7.30pm 
3rd September (Saturday) there will be ringing for a wedding at NSL in the morning 
9th September practice at Corston 7.30pm 
16th September practice at NSL 7.30pm 
23rd September practice at NSL 7.30pm 
30th September practice at Corston 7.30pm 
  
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and 
you don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly 
on the floor too!          

Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 
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Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
 

Newton St Loe Bellringers at the Bath & Wells Striking Competition 
Having won the Bath branch striking competition back in April,  the Newton St Loe band of bellringers 
prepared to face the next hurdle on 18th June when the winners and runners-up from 11 branches of the 
Bath & Wells Diocesan Association  were invited to compete in the finals. On the day, fourteen teams took 
up the challenge and were drawn to compete in heats, all hoping to win through to the Grand Final. This 
year we were fortunate that the competition was being held in the Frome branch, so fairly local to us. We 
were drawn to ring at the pretty little church in Ashwick in our heat, against four other teams.  We were 
first to ring and then we all waited nervously outside to see if we had done enough to get through. Happily 
we won our heat, the top two in each heat going through to ring again. 

 
After the results were given out, the top six teams 
prepared for another draw to ring, this time at 
Nunney. It was a nice sunny afternoon and lots of 
people gathered outside the church listening to the 
opposition and waiting for their turn. We saw lots of 
familiar faces of very experienced bellringers and knew 
that the competition was very tough and nobody could 
afford to make a mistake. We were drawn fourth and 
climbed the steps to the tower knowing that we had to 

make this one count. We rang our test piece. Was it good enough? Could we possibly have a chance? We 
hoped not to be last although even a 6th place in this class of company is certainly no disgrace. 
 

Back we went to the Village Hall and the two judges read out their comments about each team. We just 
couldn’t tell from the comments which way it was going. The results were then read in reverse order. We 
didn’t come last. Then a few more team numbers were read out. Could we possibly be in the top three? 
Our faces must have been a picture and in total shock when we had not been read out and there was only 
one place left. ‘In first place, team number four!’ Huge smiles from everyone as it started to sink in. We 
had won by just one mark but one mark was enough! 
 

We are so very proud to bring the trophy back to Newton St Loe and Corston where we all ring together 
and we have dedicated our victory to Bette Parfrey of Corston who has been an inspiration to so many 
bellringers. We’d also like to thank everyone who has helped and supported us.    
(Our band with the ‘wooden bell’ trophy L-R - Debbie Parfrey, David Parfrey, Nicki Lang, Robert Perry, Nicholas Field, 
Jonathan Storey)        Nicki Lang (Tower Captain) 
 

May Day - Photographs 
All photographs taken by Baz on May Day were forwarded shortly afterwards, if, by chance, you have not 
received them, please check your junk folder and if they cannot be traced please contact him at 
baz@reporterpix.com                                                                                                              Rose Bailey 
 
Celebration of Ministry 
The service held at Newton Church on Sunday 3rd July to celebrate Trevor’s 35 years as a Reader was very 
special, the Church was full and Daile took the service admirably while the Archdeacon made us all feel the 
importance of the occasion -   the welcoming of Revd Sandy Munday and the commissioning of the Lay 
Pastoral Assistants in the 3 villages. Trevor was presented with a Bath Aqua Blue glass inscribed 
paperweight and a cheque -  Jean was presented with a lovely floral bouquet. Trevor thanked everyone for 
the gift and generous cheque. After the service a delicious tea was served in the Duchy office –it was  a 
lovely happy occasion. Trevor and Jean thank everybody for their love, care and good wishes over so many 
years. Everyone worked hard to make the day successful – the Bell ringers rang a quarter peal, the food 

mailto:baz@reporterpix.com
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was great Audrey made a celebration cake, many friends from the three villages came and we had a really 
good party. Trevor says let’s do it again but don’t wait for another 35 years!  Trevor Ewins 
 

 

Worship – as we like it or as God requires it? 
 

Every year, on the 15th June, the Church of England remembers Evelyn Underhill – a 
spiritual writer born in 1875. She was in her 30’s before she started to explore 
religion. In 1921 she returned to her Church of England roots and became a highly 
regarded retreat leader and spiritual director. One classic publication which is still 
available today and remains on reading lists for those studying theology and ministry 
is Worship – first published in 1928.  
 

As an ordinand, I was trained for the priesthood in an ecumenical college alongside 
Methodists, people from the URC and the length and breadth of Anglicanism. One of our tasks was to learn 
how to  immerse ourselves in worship which was not from the tradition we were from; this took us beyond 
our preferences and out of our comfort zone. Most of us found this challenging as we laid aside our likes,  

began to explore our dislikes and discovered how others worshipped and why. 
As well as challenging, it was encouraging and opened our minds to the variety 
of styles and forms of worship that exist. You name it, we experienced it. We 
learnt how to immerse ourselves in and worship in ways that weren’t our 
default position, and we became the richer for it. In each different style we 
began to look for glimpses of God. It wasn’t always easy,  but as we came to the 
end of our training, many of us could truly say that our understanding of 

worship had changed. It was no longer about what we received from worship but about learning how to 
encounter God in worship and respond to him through worship. 
 
Worship is often seen as a place or an opportunity where we 
receive encouragement, comfort, inspiration, refreshment and 
so it is. It can be an opportunity where our thoughts and 
behaviours are challenged, and  this can be an uncomfortable 
place. Think of people in countries where religious freedom isn’t 
allowed. People go to worship knowing they are putting 
themselves and families at risk of persecution even death, but 
still they go. Would we?  Above all worship is the one, total, 
adoring response of men and women to the one Eternal God.  
 
Underhill believed that we can only be truly alive when we become aware of the glory, the richness, the 
mystery of the spiritual world and of God himself. Worship is an avenue which leads us from ‘self-
occupation’ to a knowledge of God – a deep relationship, uniting us with Almighty God. She speaks about 
habit and attention, how it helps us to co-operate in and encourage worship – but even back nearly 100 
years she warns (something that is still relevant today and will continue to be relevant in years to come) 
that our attention must never be focused on the habit/tradition/style/likes/dislikes alone - but on God, the 
one whom we worship. 
 

This means that we are to continually explore how our worship will bring 
us closer in our understanding of and relationship with God. It is hard to 
hear – but worship isn’t about our likes, dislikes, style, tradition or habit, 
or even about whether we feel uplifted after a service – worship is about 
giving worth to the one we honour through our awe, wonder, adoration 
and praise. If we are able to come to God in those times when we don’t 
feel like worshipping, or we don’t like the style of service or the hymns 
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sung, if we are able to accept that while we don’t like it but others do,  -then we will be truly giving worth 
to God. 
 
The reason I share this is because, across the benefice for the last 8 months, we have been trialling and 
exploring through PCC meetings and our Benefice Worship Committee a new pattern of worship. The 
reason for this is that the existing pattern of worship was not practically sustainable and did not value 
different forms of worship. The aim has been to create a sustainable pattern of worship that values both 
traditional and modern forms of worship as stated in the Parish Profile and requested by the parishes.  
 

In the last few weeks the trial pattern has been reviewed, and a few tweaks made 
as well as draft rotas planned through to December. The new pattern of worship is 
positive in that every Sunday in the Benefice there is at least one, more often than 
not two, services of Holy Communion. We have a variety of service times and style 
of services. Some services are of a traditional style, some have a more modern feel 
and other services encourage people of all ages to worship together.  We have 
opportunities through the year to host special services at festivals like Christmas 
and Easter, as well as a service mid week.  
 

The committee is doing the best it can to accommodate individuals’ and 
churches’ requests, suggestions, expectations and desires to the challenges 
we face, but it is not easy.  Please be patient with us; so often we hear 
negative comments, so please encourage us with the good things and pray for 
us as we continue to develop our Benefice pattern of worship. 
 
Let us all remember that worship is not as we like it, but what God – the one we worship - requires. He 
requires us to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God. 

Daile 
 

Retreating Again 
 
I am just back from my second retreat to the Ammerdown Ecumenical Centre, near Radstock, with the 
Creative Arts Retreat Movement (CARM).  It was a chance to be tranquil and create in the presence of the 
Creator.  So it was a shock to come back on 24th June to a world in chaos after the peace of Ammerdown in 
its setting of magnificent mature woodlands and beautiful gardens, complete with a maze.  
 
Last time on a CARM week I worked on mixed media with the theme of ‘Sacred Roots and Heavenly 
Shoots’.  This time it was ‘Quilting and Prayer’ based on ‘Standing on Holy Ground’.  We looked at the story 
of Moses and the burning bush.  What is Holy Ground?  Where do you find it?  We all had special places in 
mind.  Places imbued with solemnity and respect.  Some man made and venerated with centuries of 
prayer.  Others were created by the Creator Himself through the magnificence of nature.  Then we tackled 
the difficult places.  Could you find Holy Ground in the supermarket or stuck in slow moving traffic? 
 
Once on Holy Ground how do you show respect?  Moses was told to take off his sandals.  However with 
our colder and wetter climate I cannot see people happy to walk bare foot to take Communion at our 
churches.  But in summer on a dry day (should we get one) that is a thought.  Please think about how you 
show respect for our Creator and is there anything you should add or change. 
 
As with my last CARM retreat it was semi silent.  No talking between 8pm and 9.30 am.  This added to the 
tranquillity of the experience of this gathering with people of different faith backgrounds. As for the 
creative side of the week I got busy making a book wrap for my Bible.  Not only will it protect the cover but 
it will hold in all the bits of paper with prayers, clergy phone numbers, reading notes etc.  I also quilted the 
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cover for a small note book (work in progress).  Others made soul bags, gifts ready for Christmas and one 
large quilt was started. 
You should always finish on a joke.  So here it is:  The former President of the USA, George Bush, arrived at 
an American airport for an overseas visit.  While passing through the VIP lounge he noticed an old man 
with a long beard leaning on a stick looking into the distance, who looked familiar.  It came to him that the 
man was the split image of a picture he had seen in a book of Moses.  So he approached the man and said 
‘Excuse me but are you Moses?’  The man ignored him.  Now people don’t usually ignore a president and 
he got rather annoyed.  So he tapped the man on the shoulder and said again ‘Are you Moses?’  The old 
man pulled back sharply and looked at the President and said to him angrily ‘Go away and leave me alone.’  
The President was taken aback. ‘Why? What have I done to make you so cross?’  ‘Because,’ the old man 
answered ‘look at all the trouble it landed me in the last time I stopped to speak to a bush’. 
Barbara Butler 
 

The Possible World 
 

In May/June a few of us from the Benefice joined others from Churches Together for four Saturday 
morning discussions on Mission. 
 
‘The Possible World’ course gave practical ways to join in Jesus’ mission under the headings Hospitality, 
Consumerism, Environment and Injustice with the slogan ‘THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOCAL’. 
Mike Burke (St John’s) led the meetings which began with a film from CMS with stories from mission 
partners around the world, introducing each topic and giving us an insight into other cultures, making us 
more aware of how ‘well off’ we are (eg we can chose between yogurt – organic, low fat, flavoured, Greek, 
sheep’s, while others can choose between buying yogurt or not!). We then discussed, in small groups, how 
we can live differently, both as individual Christians and as churches, which was stimulating and 
challenging. It was good to be part of the wider church family and share ideas. 
 
We wondered how we can make a difference but we realised we can all play our part. We can decide to 
recycle, repair not renew, stand up for injustice, talk about it, use our contacts (write to our MP), join local 
groups, think about how we use our finite resources, even pray! Do I live for my own convenience or for 
the benefit of more people being able to have what I have? ‘The earth is the Lord’s’ – how can we accept 
responsibility as individuals and as a church? How can we take care of God’s creation and balance the call 
to subdue, increase and be fruitful with the call to be good stewards? Are we willing to cross the 
thresholds of class and culture to reach others? Will we be a church standing against things in our culture 
that are contrary to the Kingdom or are we just obedient consumers? These are questions we could all 
consider. 
 
We are already a Fairtrade church and village, thanks to the efforts of many. We can speak out – 
apparently a local supermarket reinstated Fairtrade coffee when a customer pointed out that it was 
missing from the shelves. Can we be ‘Salt and light’ in our community, join ‘foodcycle’, already operating in 
Bath and Bristol, ‘live simply’, shop ethically and be thankful, generous people of God? My favourite 
quotation from the course is ‘Hospitality isn’t about inviting people into our perfect homes but inviting 
them into our imperfect hearts’! 
Thank you to Elim and St Francis churches who hosted and provided inspired refreshments and to all  
those who shared their thoughts and ideas, it’s a work in progress! As I finish this (July 10th) it fits in  
well with Daile’s challenge in the Family service today – Am I willing to remove my prejudices against 
people who are not like me? Will I walk in the shoes of the Good Samaritan or of the priest or Levite, 
passing by on the other side? Let us not be a community who have just received forgiveness but a  
people who are forgiving, overcoming evil with good through unselfish love and being  
welcoming to all.     
Judy Penny 
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What a Saviour! 
 

Opposite us on the 39 bus to Bath today was the following First Buses' notice – 'Keep Bath Beautiful. Take 
your rubbish with you.' My wife clicked her fingers regretfully, 'We haven’t brought any with us!'  
In a very real and spiritual sense, we all take some sort of rubbish with us wherever we go which we hate 
and seek to hide. In the Bible we read that Jesus calls this sin and that God abhors it. Some years ago, while 
passing through a small French village in the middle of a junction with three roads there was metal cross. 
Beneath the cross were bulging polythene rubbish bags. It was our sin, our rubbish, which kept Jesus upon 
the Cross, bearing our sin in His body. It is to His Cross we must return in repentance of our sin and receive 
the forgiveness for which Jesus died and only God can give. Freedom and eternal life can be ours in Jesus 
Christ!  I come to you Lord …  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness  1 John 1 verse 9 (NIV)  
Bernard Smith 
 

A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the church a safe and welcoming 
place for all through the implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have 
any safeguarding concerns regarding children, young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd 
Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer on 01225 359014. 

  

The Benefice Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment 
to the welcome, care, and protection of all in our church community. A copy is available for all to read in 
each of the churches.  All those with responsibility within the Churches will be attending Safeguarding 
training in the coming months and this training is open to anyone in the congregation who would like to 
know more. The next session is on Saturday 22nd October in The Church Hall, 9.00am for a prompt 9.30 
start. Please contact the Benefice Office, Daile, or Sue Dixon if you would like to attend   

 
 

Statement from Archbishops on EU Referendum 
Result 
 
On Thursday 24th June, millions of people from across the United Kingdom 
voted in the Referendum, and a majority expressed a desire that Britain's 
future is to be outside the European Union 
The outcome of this referendum has been determined by the people of this country. It is now the 
responsibility of the Government, with the support of Parliament, to take full account of the outcome of 
the referendum, and, in the light of this, decide upon the next steps. This morning, the Prime Minister 
David Cameron has offered a framework for when this process might formally begin. 
The vote to withdraw from the European Union means that now we must all reimagine both what it means 
to be the United Kingdom in an interdependent world and what values and virtues should shape and guide 
our relationships with others. 
 
As citizens of the United Kingdom, whatever our views during the referendum campaign, we must now 
unite in a common task to build a generous and forward looking country, contributing to human flourishing 
around the world. We must remain hospitable and compassionate, builders of bridges and not barriers. 
Many of those living among us and alongside us as neighbours, friends and work colleagues come from 
overseas and some will feel a deep sense of insecurity. We must respond by offering reassurance, by 
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cherishing our wonderfully diverse society, and by affirming the unique contribution of each and every 
one. 
 
The referendum campaign has been vigorous and at times has caused hurt to those on one side or the 
other. We must therefore act with humility and courage - being true to the principles that make the very 
best of our nation. Unity, hope and generosity will enable us to overcome the period of transition that will 
now happen, and to emerge confident and successful. The opportunities and challenges that face us as a 
nation and as global citizens are too significant for us to settle for less. 
 
As those who hope and trust in the living God, let us pray for all our leaders, especially for Prime Minister 
David Cameron in his remaining months in office. We also pray for leaders across Europe, and around the 
world, as they face this dramatic change. Let us pray especially that we may go forward to build a good 
United Kingdom that, though relating to the rest of Europe in a new way will play its part amongst the 
nations in the pursuit of the common good throughout the world. 

 
A Message from Bishop Peter 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It’s just over two years ago that I came to Bath and Wells and a lot has happened since then. When I came 
it was with a very clear charge, given to me by the Archbishop of Canterbury, to help the diocese to discern 
what our calling is, what our vision is and to discover together what it is that God is calling us to be and to 
do. Where is God leading us, as we seek to be his people here in Bath and Wells? 
As we’ve talked about that, a vision has emerged that is becoming stronger the more we reflect and talk 
and pray about it. It is that in response to God’s immense love for us, we seek to be God’s people, living 
and telling the story of Jesus. That means that together we need to pray and seek to discern what it is to 
listen to God’s word, to walk in his steps and to allow his Holy Spirit to transform our lives. 
As we’ve talked together, three priorities have also emerged: 

 The first is to put mission and evangelism at the heart of everything that we do  

 The second is to look at our resources, our ministry, all that God has given to us and entrusted to 

us: our buildings, our time, our money, our resources and to make sure that we’re using those 

effectively to build up the kingdom of God and to declare the good news of God’s love  

 And the third is to look at ourselves and to think about the gifts that God has given and entrusted 

to us and ask how we can identify those gifts, how we can develop them and then how we can offer 

them to God in order that we might be God’s people, living and telling the story of Jesus.  

In a jigsaw there are many pieces and each one of those pieces is important. Each piece has its own 
particular place and the picture is not complete without each one being in the right place. And so it is for 
all of us, but the question is where can we best serve God? For some of us, it may well be in our local 
churches or perhaps in our deanery. For others it may be in our homes, in our schools, in our places of 
work, as chaplains, in places where we work or where God is leading us. For others, we may be involved in 
the diocesan synod or perhaps helping to work together on our plans, our goals and our activities in order 
to determine how to take forward the vision that God is placing in our hearts, the call he’s placing before 
us. 
I’m sure the most important thing for each and every one of us is to put prayer at the very centre of all that 
we do. Prayer is what will sustain us. It’s prayer that will inspire us and it’s prayer that enables us to be 
God’s people, living and telling the good news of Jesus. 
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I’m clear what my role is: it’s to help to further those conversations that have brought us this far. It’s to 
listen to people, not just inside the diocese but from those outside of the life of the church, that together 
we can hear what it is that God is saying at this time. And then of course to communicate and to share with 
everyone what I believe God is saying to us and what we’re hearing about God’s word and how best we 
can share the love of Christ. As we’ve been going forward, thinking about these things, a prayer has been 
written that I’ve found both inspiring and helpful: 
 
Gracious God, may your Holy Spirit guide us into the future. 
Help us, throughout the diocese, to show uninhibited reliance on your grace and power,  
as we seek renewal of our lives.  
Give us courage, rigour, imagination and generosity in order that your kingdom may come and that your 
abundant life be known by all. 
 
And I say amen to that. 
+ Peter Hancock 

 
My Pilgrimage to Lourdes – 24th June - 1st July 2016  

 

As a Christian who has already been a regular church 
goer prior to moving to Saltford in October 2013, I 
continued to be involved in the worship and to keep in 
close contact with members of the congregation at St 
Mary’s Bitton (where I grew up) and All Saints Weston, 
a church I know well having lived in Weston with my 
family for a year prior to moving to Saltford and having 
been to the local primary school Weston All Saints 
Primary School. Since becoming involved in regular 
worship at Weston All Saints I have been attending a 
worship group for adults with learning disabilities 
based in the Bath area and meets every fortnight on a 
Monday called Springs. The Springs Group is funded by 
a locally based Christian charity called The Life Project 
and is also involved directly with Christians from 
different churches in Bath with learning disabilities or conditions creating equal opportunities, activities 
and events through God’s Work. Since joining The Spring’s Group my trust in God has grown stronger and I 
have developed many close friendships with the people within our group. As we are in a group, we are all 
able to strengthen our faith and worship our lord Jesus Christ together using our unique talents and skills 
through prayer, singing and creativity.  
 
A Journey of Faith 
 
It was in autumn 2015 that I first received a newsletter from our Springs Group Leader Sarah Couchman 
about the opportunity of going on a pilgrimage to Lourdes in The French Pyrenees and in the first instance; 
I struggled to come to a conclusion. I had never travelled abroad on my own before but as the saying goes, 
there is a first time for everything.  As part of my journey of faith and also understanding more about the 
power of Christ in the world, I was very keen to go on a pilgrimage as many people I have met who have 
gone on pilgrimages and retreats have always returned feeling blessed and strengthened by Christ. After 
Christmas and New Year, we all gathered at All Saints Centre where the Lourdes pilgrimage coordinators 
Philippa Nash and Tom Peryer gave us a presentation about the details and purpose of the pilgrimage, the 
proposed itinerary and a history of Lourdes and The Life of St Bernadette, The Town’s Patron Saint who 
was well known throughout the world for her visions of The Virgin Mary (or apparitions as they are also 

My Fantastic Pilgrimage Group 
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commonly referred to) near The River Gave. As a trustee of the Christian charity running the pilgrimages to 
Lourdes, Philippa had already led several groups of pilgrims and Christians with learning disabilities on trips 
to Lourdes over many years and everyone who had taken part felt really positive and also changed their 
lives. After much thought I decided to complete an application form for the pilgrimage to Lourdes as I was 
aware that this was an important opportunity for sustaining and developing my faith as I knew that God 
would guide me safely on this new challenge.  
 
The Road to Lourdes  
 
After six months of steady preparation, flights were booked and places were confirmed with HCPT (The 
charity running the pilgrimages) and we all felt a strong sense of excitement as we boarded our flight from 
Bristol to Toulouse and after the two hour coach journey to Hosanna House situated up in the mountains 
outside of Lourdes. Once we had settled in I immediately felt that the Holy Spirit was watching over us and 
keeping us safe as we all had truly enjoyable time with fun and worship. Each day we held services within 
the Beautiful Chapel at Hosanna House where I even had the opportunity to lead one of the services in 
prayer and worship which I had done very well.  
 
The first time we went to the Town of Lourdes, the presence of the Lord was very strong particularly when 
I visited The Basilica of The Immaculate Conception which is situated right in the heart of Lourdes with The 
River Gave running through and the beautiful backdrop of the castle and mountains in the backdrop. There 
were thousands of pilgrims and worshipers gathered around the Basilica of The Rosary as well as The Cave 
of Miracles ( La Grotte Miraculeuse) where St Bernadette had another vision of The Virgin Mary. One of 
the most common traditions of Pilgrims travelling to Lourdes was to collect water from the Fountains 
which were situated by The Cave of Miracles as it is the symbol of purification and is also a reminder that 
The Virgin Mary had given it during her apparitions to Bernadette. The water can be used for drinking and 
washing that was claimed would clean people of their sins by The Virgin Mary where at least 72,000 litres a 
day were gushed out. The Cave of Miracles was one of the busiest parts of The Basilica where pilgrims had 
gathered in their thousands to enter the cave, touch the surfaces of the cave where the water Chanel flows 
and offer prayers to the statue of the Virgin Mary which is situated above the cave surrounded by rows of 
beautifully lit candles. One of my most memorable moments was immersing myself in the waters where 
pilgrims, Christians and visitors could enter the pools where I was bathed in the waters before receiving a 
prayer and blessing from the staff that assisted me. At the first the water was very cold but after a few 
seconds I felt that I was being cleansed and forgiven for my sins just as Bernadette had been told by The 
Virgin Mary in her 9th Apparition. I was not provided with a towel as I was supported out of the pool as I 
was dry within a matter of seconds and felt as if I had been 
healed and cleansed.  
 
The Underground Basilica of Saint Pius X which was a 
beautifully designed underground church supported by great 
pillars with the length and width similar to that of a 
conference hall and I was truly uplifted by the beautifully 
sung hymns as a procession of Catholic clergymen headed up 
to the altar in the centre of The Basilica to perform The 
Blessed Sacrament. One of my most favourite part of the 

pilgrimage was 
joining the 
hundreds of 
other pilgrims to 
take part in The Great Marian Torchlight Procession ( La 
Procession Aux Flambeaux) which is a tradition that takes 
place every evening from April to October. Once we arrived 
outside The Basilica of The Rosary where prayers were being 

The Basilica of the Rosary (Below) is situated by 
The Basilica of The Immaculate Conception and 
Consists of 15 Chapels decorated by mosaics 
depicting Christ ascending into Heaven 

La Grotte: The Cave of Massabielle where St Bernadette 
had her first apparition of The Virgin Mary (Right) 
situated above the cave. Thousands of Pilgrims come to 
The Cave to offer prayers and candles are lit for devotion 
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offered to The Virgin Mary and were being read in different languages where we lit our candles and joined 
the procession as we made our way along The Esplanade towards The Basilica. This for me was my 
favourite experience of the whole pilgrimage and the part that I had most been looking forward to. When I 
walked past The Cave of Miracles, touching the surface as I went I headed to the beautiful row of candles 
and placed my candle there and thought of my late mother and brother. Taking The Way of The Cross was 
also an important part of my pilgrimage as it was a life – changing experience to see the lifesize statues at 
different stations of Jesus carrying the cross situated around the hills behind The Basilica of The 
Immaculate Conception. Each of the stations showed the cross being loaded onto Jesus by The Romans, 
Jesus being supported by Simon of Cyrene when he lifted the cross from behind him. When we stood in 
front of the cross where Jesus died, I felt a strong sense that we had all travelled with him to the cross and 
felt the Holy Spirit filling our hearts and minds as we stood silently in prayer while other pilgrims said 
prayers and joined in with singing the hymns. It was this moment I really felt that we had all come together 
as one body to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Bernadette Soubirous 
On the second day of our pilgrimage we explored Lourdes and followed in the footsteps of St Bernadette 
through learning about her challenging upbringing with her family by visiting Le Cachot (The Prison). Once 
we had visited the old prison cell where Bernadette and 
her family had been forced to live due to the extreme 
poverty they had been forced to live in, I immediately 
sensed the struggles Bernadette and her family had 
gone through and found it hard to imagine how hard it 
must have been for them living in a single room with so 
little space in an unhealthy environment.  The room 
was not even big enough for a family of six people with 
only three wooden stools and a fireplace and could feel 
how difficult this would have been for anyone living in 
the Cachot. Bernadette had originally lived in her 
father’s mill having been brought up in the nearby town 

of Bartres as her mother was unable to feed her at 
home due to an accident.  Unfortunately we did not get 
round to visiting The Mill of Boly (The Mill which 
Bernadette’s parents had worked in and lived there for ten years but eventually ended up going bankrupt) 
though by this point I had already felt a strong sense of wanting to return to Lourdes and I hope and pray 
that I do. St Bernadette was a truly extraordinary woman and despite the severe challenges of poverty and 
ill health that she faced throughout her life, she was a deeply devoted follower of Christ who always 
believed that every human should show love to one another. St Bernadette died in1879 in The Convent of 
Nevers where her remains have been conserved in The Chapel of The Saint Gildard – Convent and was 
then proclaimed a Saint in 1933 by Pope Pius XI.  
 
 A New Experience 
My first pilgrimage to Lourdes was a life changing experience for me as I felt that my faith in Christ had 
been truly strengthened as if I had been called to take this pilgrimage and follow in the footsteps of St 
Bernadette and how important she is to the town of Lourdes. Not only was this my first pilgrimage this was 
also my first trip abroad away from my family and in the future I hope and pray that I will return to Lourdes 
again. I would highly recommend taking this pilgrimage as God will keep you safe on your journey where 
you can visit the beautiful churches and basilicas and take the route of the cross just as Jesus had done for 
us to save us all. 
 
With Every Best Wishes and Blessings 
Robert Simons (  robertsimons@live.co.uk ) 

Le Cachot: The Old Prison Where the Soubirous had lived after 
their mill had gone bankrupt 

mailto:robertsimons@live.co.uk
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Becoming a Lay Pastoral Assistant 

 
When I heard about the Lay Pastoral Assistant course being held here in St Mary’s, I thought – these are 
skills I would like for life, as well as considering the possibility of serving in this way, so I signed up, with 12 
others. Members of the Chew Magna Deanery were our hosts for the first few weeks and then Daile led 
the rest of the sessions and enabled us to examine how Pastoral Care would be part of the ministry in our 
Benefice. It was a very practical, interactive course with much discussion, sharing and laughter and we are 
so thankful it could be held in St Mary’s. 
 
First we examined ourselves to find out how we see ourselves and others as we started to discover our 
own gifts and skills. We looked at biblical images of pastoral care, especially Jesus, the perfect example. 
We discussed the do’s and don’ts of listening, including body language, with examples of different listening 
types, which was very amusing! We looked at case studies, confidentiality, referral, personal safety, 
hospital visiting, the changes in society which affect family life and marriage. We examined bereavement 
and the process of grieving and mourning, which touches us all. We are DBS screened and have 
safeguarding training, which happens here now we have our own officer, Sue Dixon. 
 
On July 3rd we were commissioned in a special service at Newton where Sandy Munday was officially 
welcomed onto our Benefice ministry team and we celebrated Trevor Ewins’ 35 years as Reader. This was 
led by Daile and Archdeacon Andy who spoke in his usual dynamic and inspiring way, saying that the 
Church is the only organisation that exists for people who aren’t members! We enjoyed a superb tea in the 
Duchy Office and garden on a beautiful, sunny afternoon, thanks to all who provided that hospitality. 
 
We will continue to be a team, working together with Daile, finding the best way forward to share the 
many roles and meeting regularly to learn and support one another in serving our community, what a 
privilege! 
Judy Penny 

 
 

A Saltford Heritage Centre? 

  
Members of Saltford Environmental Group  may recall that when our history project reached its first 
anniversary in March we said that we were investigating the options for displaying some of Saltford's 
historic artefacts either in Saltford, our first choice, or elsewhere. 
  
Discussions are underway between SEG and St Mary’s Church PCC on a possible joint collaboration to 
create a new Saltford Heritage Centre within the church hall on the first floor. This would be part of a 
refresh and update of the facilities at the hall in Queen Square. 
  
With its location at the centre of Saltford’s Conservation Area, close proximity to Saltford’s oldest built 
structure (the Anglo Saxon tower of St Mary’s church, about 1,000 years old) and St Mary’s desire to 
increase its involvement within the wider community, this has the potential to provide Saltford with a 
useful showcase of its fascinating heritage. 
  
This is all very much at an early stage.  If you want to know more or wish to provide your own ideas do 
speak to SEG’s Chairman, Phil Harding, or to the Rector Rev. Daile Wilshere. 
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The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
 
 

The Parish Office, St Mary’s Office, St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL Tel: 01225 872275 
scnbenefice@gmail.com 

 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere 
dailewilshere@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01225 872275  

 
 
St Mary’s Saltford 
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 

 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489  
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 

 
 
All Saints, Corston 
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com 
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